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Need reaches across all faiths...and now, so does help.

SUMMER 
2017IN THEIR WORDS

Did You Know?

 “My work at ACT in Faith has made me aware of the 
breadth and depth of the areas of need. It goes way 
beyond food and housing. Whether it is tokens to get 
to a new job, help paying an electric bill, finding a 
security deposit for a place to live, having money to 
pay the fee to get a drivers license for a job, phone 
minutes so that prospective employers can get in 
touch, being able to get household and personal items 
for cleanliness (I had not realized that these are not 
available with food stamps), help with resumes for job 
applications, etc… The picture of poverty is so much 
larger than I had ever stopped to imagine.”

Here’s how volunteer, Mary Alice James, answered…Have you  

learned anything about our neighbors in need through your work  

with Act in Faith?

Mary Alice has been a volunteer for almost 3 

years, supporting the organization in a 
multitude of ways.  From filing and mailings, 

to stocking the Community Cupboard shelves 
and assisting with client needs.  She has truly 

helped our mission grow.

In Chester County, the median income is *$86, 093.
Over 40,000 of our neighbors are living at or on the cusp of poverty.

The 2017 Federal Poverty Level for a family of 4 is $24,600.
A single parent living at poverty level would need to work over 75 hours 
per week or make more than 2x their current hourly wage, just 

to earn a livable wage.

Many times “your story” can be better told by someone else.  Being seen through the eyes of 
others gives new perspective and insight that we may not observe or overlook when we 
narrate our own story.  We asked volunteers, Board members, clients, and community service 
partners to answer a few questions about ACT in Faith. Their words will be shared with you in 
this and future newsletters, web, and Facebook communications in hopes that you will see 
something new when you read our story in their words.  

 2/3 of those we serve are single parents living in poverty.

* 2014 census
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“dear diary”...
5/5 - A NOTE WE RECEIVED 
TODAY - "I want to say thank you 
for helping my family when we 
needed a hand....We were in a 
hole that felt like we could not 
get out of. It was one of the 
hardest times to go through. From 
your help we were able to stay in 
our home and get back on track! I 
hope in the future we as a family 
can help someone in need.”

...to read stories like  
these every week.

3/3 - Living on a thread leaves 
no room for the unexpected. Felix 
has to have surgery and will be 
unable to work for weeks. We've 
partnered with the Salvation 
Army and St. Vincent de Paul and 
have a plan in place to help him 
NOT end up homeless by the 
time he's healed. All of us are all 
one "unexpected" away from 
being Felix...that's why it's so 
important that we work together.

3/25 - Often our experience 
with someone is a single 
moment in a time of crisis...we 
help remove a barrier and their 
journey continues on. It's always 
special when we get a glimpse at 
what the other side of the 
hurdle looks like. Awhile back 
we helped a shelter resident 
with phone minutes so he could 
look for work. Today we 
happened upon him "on the 
job" at a local store. Thank you 
donors for providing "the way 
to get over them!”

Since its opening, a primary focus of our Community 
Cupboard has been to provide 
personal care and household 
items…items not covered by 
SNAP (food stamps.) While 
many of us take these items for 
granted, shower, laundry, and 
d i s h s o a p , t r a s h b a g s , 
shampoo, and tooth paste 
etc…are often outside of our 

shoppers’ budgets once rent, utilities, and other bills are 
paid. 

The name “Community Cupboard” was chosen to reflect 
the goal of having it stocked by the community for the 
community.  Currently, 5 individuals/groups “sponsor” a 
different item by providing bulk quantities of their 
respective item every month.  It is their way of having an 
impact EVERY month.   

Others have chosen to utilize grocery store special offers 
such as $.08 coupons, 10 for $10, and buy 1 get 1 to stock 
up on a variety of items to donate regularly. 

If you’d like to become part of this community effort, 
contact us to discuss which item you would like to sponsor.  
Here are some other creative ways people have collected 
item to help us keep our shelves stocked. 
• Don’t have time to make a delivery? Order in bulk and 

have the items shipped directly to ACT in Faith. 
• Having a party or holiday dinner? Encourage guests to 

bring donations of an item of your choice. 
• Have a group of friends that get together regularly? 

Every time you meet pick an item for everyone to 
bring. 

• Need a gift for that family member who has 
everything? Take up a collection of an item to donate in 
their honor. 

Items can be delivered to ACT in Faith Mon. - Fri., 9a - 3p 
at the address below. Or call us to make arrangements for 
another time.

Easy Ways to make a Big Impact 
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